
MIRGE – before and after the earthquake……… 
For more than 10 years, my wife and I, with the help of others, I have been raising funds to support Mirge, a remote 
mountain community of Tamang people in the district of Dolaka - one of the poorest regions of eastern Nepal. 
Electricity, water and sanitation were brought to the village and a health post and school for 250 children were 
established. The school brings an international education in Nepali, Tamang and English to an area of subsistence 
farming, 80% of which is illiterate. The school’s policy of insisting that farmers educate both their sons and daughters 
has given it the highest percentage of girls in any school in the district. 

                 

             
On the 25th April 2014 Mirge found itself near the epicentre of the largest earthquake Nepal had suffered for over 90 
years. Out of more than 1200 buildings in the surrounding area, only one was left standing. The health post was 
damaged and the school was destroyed. The villagers were left homeless. Fortunately, the recently installed water 
supply and sanitation survived. Within ten days the school re-opened, teaching under tarpaulins and in zinc huts, a 
tribute to the dedication of the principal and teachers! 

               
Thanks to many people’s generosity the school has been rebuilt. Larger classrooms, extra classrooms, a kindergarten, 
science and computer laboratories and accommodation for 20 volunteers are completed; and a Skills Academy has 
been added to provide training for young people of the district in the skills required to rebuild their community. 
Matching funds have been secured from the Rotary Foundation to equip the school with modern equipment to replace 
the furniture salvaged from the rubble.                        

          

Volunteers to the school and health post are always welcome, especially with teaching or medical experience; and 
experienced people with building, plumbing, electrical, carpentry skills, etc. will be welcome to help in the newly 
established skills academy.* 
*Please contact Dot O’Brien for details on 0115 9251330 or obriendot@aol.com .                                                                 



 
And next……… 

 
The health post has proved invaluable, but a hospital is needed to serve the needs of the community and its 
surrounding area.  In the past, it has proved impossible to attract a full time qualified doctor to this remote 
community and so, seven years ago, Surendra Tamang, one of the brightest young men in the village, was 
selected for medical training. This year he graduated from Xuzhou Medical University in China and after 12 
months’ internship in Kathmandu, will be fully qualified and registered. His parents and grandparents live in 
Mirge and his wife and her family are from the adjoining village. His dream is to return to the area and take 
responsibility for a small community hospital of 15 – 20 beds. To build such a hospital to government 
standards will cost in the region of £50,000 with a further £50,000 for equipment. Using the latest 
technologies, the hospital can be linked to specialist units in Kathmandu, China and the U.K. It is hoped that 
it will provide a model for the provision of health care in remote rural communities enhancing the lives of 
the villagers and developing the economy of the regions. Money towards equipment has already been 
secured but money to build the hospital is still required. A suitable piece of land has been purchased and 
donated to the project and is accessible to over 25,000 villagers in the surrounding communities. 
  

             

 

With a little help and encouragement, dreams can come true! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


